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Chalons with an army raised to 90,000 men by marines from
the fleet, drafts from the depots, and troops from the southern
and western garrisons. Against his better judgement he had
been sent on an all but hopeless attempt to evade the main
army of the invaders (now advancing on Paris) by a march
along the Belgian bDrder to co-operate with a sortie from Metz
and liberate Bazaine's besieged army. His march ended in the
disastrous battle of Sedan, where, on the 2nd September, his
entire force had to surrender to the Germans. The Emperor
was among the prisoners.

Thus, in less than eight weeks, almost the whole of the French
regular army was out of action, the greater part of it shut up in
Metz, the rest prisoners en route for Germany. On the 4th
September the Republic was proclaimed in Paris, and on the
20th the Germans began the long siege of the city. Improvised
armies were raised in the provinces, but all their efforts to come
to the rescue of the besieged capital failed. The war ended with
the surrender of Paris in the last week of January 1871.* Its
results had been virtually decided more than five months earlier
on the day of Gravelotte.

The war had an immediate effect on the growth of arma-
ments and the trend of policy in Europe. It was realized that
victory depended on something more than mere improvement
in weapons. There must be a permanent organization for the
all-important opening stage of the campaign. But, more than
this, unless the war was a matter of a few weeks, as had hap-
pened in 1859 and 1866, there must be reserves sufficient to
make good the casualties in battle and the still more serious
losses resulting from the continued stress of a long campaign.
All this had been supplied by the German organization of
short service (under intensive training) and large reserves.

1 The naval history of the war may be summed up in a few lines. There was only
one sea fight, a duel between two gunboats in West Indian waters. Prussia had no
navy that could challenge to battle the armoured fleet of France. In July a French
fleet blockaded the German North Sea ports, the few old ships of the Prussian navy
remaining behind the mine-fields that protected these harbours. After the first
French defeats,, the blockade was raised and the French navy demobilized, men
and guns being landed to reinforce the defence of Paris or join the new armies in
the provinces.